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            Happy pub week to my good friend @heathercaliri an
            	                    [image: Happy pub week to my good friend @heathercaliri and her new book, Ordinary Creativity: How to Survive With Joy!!   Heather and I were acquaintances through mutual friends first, and then we were neighbors with newborns and thus inevitably became friends.   Later she invited me to join her writing group, where five of us would pass pages back and forth and discuss where to publish our essays and stories while all our kids ran wild in the backyard.  We’ve been mom-friends, writing-friends, and just regular friends for… sixteen years? Seventeen? And I cannot find one single photo of the two of us together on my phone. 😂  Her new book, Ordinary Creativity, is fantastic, especially if you find yourself in a creative rut, or if you’ve ever thought you’re just “not creative.”   I was shocked by some of the things she reports about the history of creativity. (With chapter titles like “Creativity Was Partially Invented by Assholes” and “Talent Is a Con,” how could you not be intrigued??)  The section on Making Creativity Revolutionary is my favorite, inviting us to decide for ourselves what “counts” as creativity and what the point of our own creativity even is.  (Spoiler alert: the point of your creativity doesn’t have to be a side hustle! It doesn’t have to be Making Grand Art, either.)  Congrats, H! I hope you inspire a whole bunch of us to reimagine our own ideas about creativity. xo.]
        
    



    
        
            Dane thinks of taking selfies together always, eve
            	                    [image: Dane thinks of taking selfies together always, every time we do something fun. I think of it… almost never. Maybe because I have shorter arms? Maybe because I still feel weird taking selfies in public even though everyone else is doing it too? 🤷♀️ I’m just glad he thinks of it.  But really I want to tell you about the friend who took this picture of us, which would have been a selfie, except she offered to take the photo instead.  A few years ago, we happened to be meeting her for coffee the week of our wedding anniversary. “How many years?” she asked.  Twenty, we told her.  “Yeah,” she said, “the first twenty years are the hardest.”   That was maybe my favorite piece of marriage advice ever.  Is it true? Is it not? I don’t know! I just wish someone had said it to me twenty years earlier. Now I want to know what the second twenty are going to be like.]
        
    



    
        
            So… this book is super helpful. 

I picked Plato
            	                    [image: So… this book is super helpful.   I picked Platonic up after hearing @drmarisagfranco on the We Can Do Hard Things podcast with @glennondoyle and @abbywambach, because seriously friendship is confusing and I wanted actual directions.  This is a great companion to The Life Council, if you’ve read that one—TLC was about the what of friendship, this one is about the HOW.  Two things I have learned so far:  1. Assume people like you. (Instead of that, I usually assume I’m *bothering* people. I mean… ok, yes, I can see how that is not the single best option ever.)  2. To make new friends, you can’t just MEET new people, you also have to TALK to them. Which means you have to start conversations. I wish this wasn’t true, but it does seem to be. (Luckily there are suggestions for how to do this in the book.)  Does everybody else just know this stuff already?? Some days I feel like maybe I missed friendship class at How To Be A Person School. Thank you for writing it down for the rest of us, @drmarisagfranco 😄]
        
    



    
        
            When I first started writing on ye olde internet (
            	                    [image: When I first started writing on ye olde internet (oh, the things we did for fun in 2006!) I had three tiny children at home and my days were a constant cycle of doing and doing and doing and nothing ever staying done. 🙃   There were diapers to change, naps to take, parks to visit, swings to push, snacks to make and bring and share, crayons to put away before they melted in the sun—and then more diapers and snacks and naps and diapers and mealtimes and bedtimes, oh my!  I was writing words down so that something would stay DONE. The words stayed put. They did not undo themselves the minute I turned around.  And through the magic of the internet, we could even have conversations! I would type when I had two minutes here, you would reply when you had two minutes there, and we all felt less alone and more seen.  Over time, the three kids became six kids became mostly-partly-somewhat grown up kids, and the internet became noisier and it was harder to carry on conversations, and my reasons for writing changed. It became less about survival and more about story.  That’s where the good stuff is, for me. It’s in sharing our stories and seeing your own reflection in someone else’s mirror.   It’s in being reminded that underneath everything else, we’re all the same—but also that our differences matter, that our specific stories matter.  We live from our commonality, we learn from our differences. And we find them both in our stories.  Anyway. That’s what it’s about for me now. The words still stay DONE, and I do appreciate that. 😅 But really, for me, it’s about the story. xo.]
        
    



    
        
            This guy was out of town for a week and that is…
            
	                
	            	                    [image: This guy was out of town for a week and that is… not my favorite thing!   But we all survived and I wrote two chapters of the Secret Thing I am Working On while he was gone and I think that means we get some kind of prize? A pile of chocolates, say, or a very long nap? Maybe?  P.S. I have been following @eholmes advice to let my kids take the pictures which means my camera roll has a few like this 👆🏼and a whole lot of that second one.  Though in all fairness, that—tea in hand, reaching for the camera—is 💯 what I look like, so… 🤷♀️😂]
        
    



    
        
            Just picked this one up because if it has Samantha
            	                    [image: Just picked this one up because if it has Samantha Irby’s name on the cover, it jumps right to the top of my reading list. Don’t mind me over here turning pages and laughing uncontrollably, that is the actual goal. 😄]
        
    


    


	

	
	



	    
	
	







Stay in Touch

			Sign up to receive new posts and updates each week!
Always good things, never any spam.
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